2                              ELEMENTARY EDUCATION IN JAPAN

about 12,000,000 pupils at elementary Schools which mimbex
26,000 (approximately). The extent of the spread of newspapers
bears testimony to the same, The circulation of more than 1,100
newspapers is about 19,000,000. There arc at least five daily papers
each of which claims to have a circulation of over 1,000,000, In a
crowded railway compartment it is not unusual to find almost every
passenger busy reading some paper.

The following exhortation of Emperor Meiji must have served as
an impetus to the universal drive against illiteracy and ignorance:
'Henceforth shall education be so diffused that there shall be no
ignorant family in the land, and no family with an ignorant member"
This desire has almost literally been fulfilled, as the above figures will
show.

Before joining an elementary school, children in many cases attend
kindergarten classes. They are attached to some of the larger schools,
while some are separate and are run by private concerns. In the
kindergarten classes the teachers are mostly women, the duration, is from
three to four hours, each period covering about 30 minutes, and the
subjects are mostly playing, singing and handwork, As a rule no
books are used, but only pictures are shown, In privately managed
kindergarten classes fees are naturally higher, There are about 2,000
Kinder-Gartens, attended by about 150,000 pupils.

Object of Elementary Education

Coming to the elementary schools, one finds that they are designed
to give children the rudiments of moral education, specially adapted to
make them good members of the community, together with such
general knowledge and skill as are necessary for the practical duties of
life, while due attention is paid to their physical development, This,
in brief, is the object of the elementary education*

The session usually begins in April when new admissions are
made. Admission may be refused on grounds of poor health in which
case pupils are advised to wait till they improve and come upto the
required standard The same ground may serve to occasion, and
justify, detention of students, at any of the succeeding stages*

According to a recent law the medical examination of pupils is
to be held/i^ times a year and health*chart of each student (showing
his progress from time to time) is kept in class rooms for reference apd
guidance. Intellectual tests are also held but much more strt&s it